PARTNERS I N MANAGI

NG AQUATI C
2018019 REPOR

T
‘:w

Y
\

WhS
KR

UPPER COLUMBIA CONSERVATION COMMISSION

PARTNERS IN MANAGING AQUATIC INVASIVE SPECIES

MI SSI1 ON
The mission of the3ligdo protect the aquatic environment in Montana tributaries to the Columbia River from the threat of
protect water resources, downstream interests, and the economic and ecological vitality of the region.

DELI VERABLES & OBJECTI VES
Monitor the condition of aquatic resources in the tributaries to the Columbia River and coordinate develapiueimgoplam a
that uses a cooperative strategy among all water management agencies within the Columbia River Basin in Montana;

Encourage the close cooperation and coordination between international, federal, tribal, state, regionaljeathkntaderate
for establishment of comprehensive monitoring, data collection, and interpretation;

Encourage and work for international cooperation and coordination between the state of Montana and the Bishadian pt
Columbia;

Encourage and work towards close partnerships with downstream Columbia River Basin states and adjacenbpriviace:
tion and protect the water resources of the region;

Develop and implement an AlS education and outreach strategy specifically for the Upper Columbia River Basin in Mo
Encourage economic development by reducing threats from AIS and conducting restoration and infestation control me

Provide an annual report to the governor, director of DNRC and the Environmental Quality Council that imforesi@nsum
gathered, information on monitoring activities within the Montana portion of the Columbia River Basin ino¥&inanizeyan a
received and expended by source and purpose for the period of the report.

Note from the Chair

The U€provides an assembly in which to discuss, debate, coordinate, plan and implement aquatic invasive species pro
the Montana portion of the Upper Columbia Basin across international borders, on tribal lands, regionally, Stéiiésvide, ar
the cooperation has so far been both affirming and encouraging, it is a great responsibitil &avdltied &3 an organization.

As this is the first year for this commission and so much research and information gathering was requirétibesich of our
serve to inform the AIS leadership community as we prepare for the 2019 recreation season and beyond.

It has been my hope since the formation of this commission that we would become highly functional, would help minimi
duplication of efforts amongst partners, maximize productivity and the reach of limited funds, connect meihlibes and foll
bigger issues so we might discuss and better understand them, and that we would create an environment thdtanedogniz
cultural histories that honors the generations to come. | believe that by addressing AlS issues thoughthayJ&is respectf
beginning to do all of those tldingsti Curtis



MEMBERS

The U€is comprised of nine (9) voting members appointed by Governor Bullock, and evere
federal agency-efficio members. The members are:

Lori CurtisWhitefisHJCG ChairRepresentativeaminservation districtsirtis is the Flathead
Conservation District Supervisor and the Director of Science and Education at the Wlitefish
¥ Institute.

Dennis Clairmon®Bablo. RepresentativEaifederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes (CSKK)
Clairmont represents the Pablo District on the CSKT Tribal Council.

Mike KoopaWVhitefisiMembeatlarge Koopal is the Executive Director of the Whitefish §ake
Institute.

Paul Kusnierd\loxon. Representative dfiydeopower utility industagnierz is a fisheries bipl-
ogist at Avista Utilities.

Tom WooltHelena. Representative dfithitana Invasive Species Cowfmalf is the Chief o
the Aquatic Invasive Species Bureau at the Montana Department of Fish, Wildlife ang Parks

Phil MatsonColumbia Falls. Representativivate landownarshe Upper Columbia Basin
# Matson is a research specialist at the Flathead Lake Biological Station.

Brian 'BJ' JohnsarKalispell. Representativearéation organizatidlshnson is the owner ghd
lead guide for 'Sea Me Paddle' kayaking tours.

Chris ParrottKalispell. Representatiyeivdte industiyarrott is the general manager for Jgsco
Marine.

Stacey SchnebeCoram. Representativadaaitric cooperativieshe Upper Columbia Basin.
Schnebel is on the board of the Flathead Eleptaaalso represents the Flathead Elecfyic
Ccop and the Montana Electric Cooperatives Association.

Ex officio (nowvoting):US Fish & Wildlife Service, US Forest Service, Bureau of Land Nganage
ment, Northwest Power Planning & Conservation Council, National Park Service, USJArmy
Engineers, USDA Natural Resource Conservation Service

& Kate WilsonCommission Administrator, Department of Natural Resources and Consefyation
(DNRC). Wilson provides support and extensive AIS expertise tdanuthihtbdldhead

Basin Commission.

MEETINGS

The U€has met 5 times &msted an Inspection & Monitoring Workshop. Attendance has been excellent by commissic
bers, federal partners, and partners from the Blackfeet Nation, Confederated Salish & Kootenai Tribes, iRfovinces of .
British Columbia, Glacier & Waterton National Parks, federal, state, and municipal agencies, counties,arsd private or

2017

October UG Meeting 1 Missoula
December AIS Inspection & Monitoring Workshdpolson

Cchosted with CSKT

2018

January UG Meeting 2 Kalispell
March UG Meeting 3 Missoula
June UC Meeting 4 Polson

Sept UG Meeting 5 West Glacier




COMMITTEE ACTIVITIES
Four committees were established to address the work of the commission.

EDUCATION AND OUTBHA WATERCRAFT INSPEGIBO

Established to devel- Established to

op a UEEducation assess and improve
and Outreach Strate- watercraft inspection
gy and Plan; Invento- programs; Host in-
rying existing partner spection and moni-
materials; Coordinate toring workshop to
AIS education efforts review 2017 and
amongst partners, prepare for 2018;
Conduct outreach to

publicly influential

audiences; Develop

educational materials programs and events includiepa UC Coordinate watercraft
site; Provide B@presentation and collaboration at Columbia inspection protocols and
River Basin/100th Meridian, PNWER, Western Regional Panel on training amongst part-
ANS, Invasive Species Action Network (ISAN) and other cross ners; Review station
boundary group (states locations and hours to
and provinces) meetings identify needs for moving
and events; Provide direc- or adding stations.

tion and interface with
partners to ensure con-
sistent AIS messaging.

EARLYDETECTION MONITORING RAPID RESPONSE & PREEDNESS

Established to create consistent and coordinated monitoringstablished to Develop Upper Columbia specific response pla

efforts and protocols among partners; Holskagmsimoni-  view case studies from successful states/jurisdictions, Columt

toring workshop to assess areas for improvement; DevelopBasin Rapid Response Plan and State of Montana Rapid Res

shared monitoring database and repository; Develop annu&IAlS and supplement fé¢ B&ticipate with rradi@gncy team to

monitoring plan for the Upper Columbia River Basin. develop guidelines for rapid response exercise plan; Coording
convene regular rapid response exercises with partners to re
preparedness; Map the Upper Columbia River Basin overlayir
inspection and monitoring efforts to identify land and air (floatj
entry point holes; Create overlays of known AlS populations a
hydroelectric faciliti : 3 E

The Upper Columbia Conservation Commissiéghyid€ created in the 2017 legislative session
by House Bill 622.

The commission was established to foster close cooperation and coordination between international, federal,
regional, state, tribal, and local water resource managers to develop and implement comprehensive
Upper Columbia River Basin prevention and management measures that prevent the introduction

and/or further establishment of aquatic invasive species (AlS).



